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*  The terms “Latino” and “Hispanic” are useddarchangeably by the U. S. Census Bureau and thoutghis
document to refer to persons of Mexican,t@mand South American, the Caribbean (Cuban,tBiican and
Dominican), Spanish and other Hispanic des¢bey may be of any race.

** "Foreign born" and "immigrants" and “foreigrationals” are used interchangeably and refer teqrex with no
US citizenship at birth. This population includeduralized citizens, lawful permanent residentijgees and

asylees, persons on certain temporary visas, andrthuthorized
*** These data do not include the 3.9 million remids of Puerto Rico, or the 3% undercount for lagireported by
the U.S. Census Bureau for the last decen@iansus (U.S. Census Bureau 2003, 2004).
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Executive Summary

Of the 46.9 million people in 2008 who identifitldlemselves as having Hispanic or
Latino* ancestry, nearly two-thirds (62%) were matborn US citizens (Migration Policy
Institute, 2009). Latino’s represent over 15% @& tdountry’s population and about 17.8 million
Latinos are foreign-born** and an even larger share in families with mixed immigration
status, making immigration policy an important sdar this community (National Council of
La Raza [NCLR], Policy Brief, 2009). FurthermoreetNCLR'’s - the largest national Hispanic
civil rights and advocacy organization in the UditStates - immigration policy agenda
“supports a workable and humane immigration systérasrestores the rule of law and protects
workers and families, measures that protect cigiits and due process and keep the nation safe,
and integration strategies that help immigrantsobex fully participating and contributing
Americans”.

At the core of this discussion should be the raéilbn that the success of immigrants is
intrinsically linked to the future success of thaian as a whole. According to the Pew Hispanic
Center, Latinos have accounted for more than haHlloU.S. population growth since 2000.
Projections show that by 2050 the Hispanic popomatvill grow to more than 138 million or
more than 30% of the nation’s total population. Btorer, 22 million Hispanics are in the labor
force;*** making up one in three workers in the U(Bassel & Cohn, 2009). In addition, almost
34% of the Hispanic population is under age 18 camexb with 25% of the total population (U.S.
Dept. of Commerce, 2009). One in five Hispanics2hre under the age of 5 (NCLR, 2009).

The U.S. has always had a constantly changing gmani population with stories of
today's immigrants similar to those of their pasuwterparts, even as places of origin have
changed. However, coinciding with the rise of ithenigration debate, “the FBI has documented
nearly a 40% increase in hate crimes targetingnbatifrom 2003-2007, and the Southern
Poverty Law Center (SPLC) attributes the 47% risenate groups between 2000 and 2007
almost completely to the manipulation of anti-imnaigt rhetoric” (NCLR, 2009).

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, in the Siatehio the Hispanic population grew
55.4 % between 139,696 in 1990 and 217,123 in 2@98panics accounts for 1.9 % of the
state’s total population and Latinos comprise @mdst growing segment of Ohio’s population.
In 2007, less than seven years, Ohio’s Latino pdmn grew another 30% to total 284,000.
Over 50% of Hispanics in the Midwest is under ag€BGSU, 2002).
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In 2007, 3.7 percent of Ohio's total populatiorswamigrants, compared to 3.0 percent
in 2000 and 2.4 percent in 199Me foreign-born population (or immigrants; we tisese terms
interchangeably) of Ohio changed by 23.6 percetwdsen 2000 and 2007 that is from 339,279
to 419,443. In comparison, the foreign-born popatatchanged from 259,673 to 339,279
between 1990 and 2000, a difference of 30.7 peKdéigration Policy Institute, 2009).

Fifty-one percent of the Latino population in Ohmasides in four counties: Cuyahoga,
Franklin, Lorain and Lucas. Cuyahoga County is hamehe largest Hispanic population.
Cleveland is located in Cuyahoga County; while @ity’s overall population decreased, losing
almost half its population between 1960 and 200@, an estimated 38,000 persons between
2000 and 2006 (Ahren & Salling, 2008); the City Gfeveland-Elyria-Mentor Hispanic
population grew by 54%, from 45,900 to 85,000 (U&D of Commerce, 2009According to
U.S. census estimate, in 2007, Latinos made upo808 the city's populatiarGreater Cleveland
rate of foreign—born is 5.3 percent (all immigrgrups).

Latinos emerged from the 2008 elections as a dowfarce, exhibiting record-setting
political participation. There was an increase 2¥3over 2004 elections and greater than 25%
increase in Latino voter registration. It is bekdvthe immigration debate roused the Latino
voters and in 2008, reform-minded candidates wono@0of 22 battleground races against
opponents supporting deportation-only or restretapproaches, and 66% of voters in swing
districts support an approach that will result mdacumented immigrants becoming legal, tax-
paying workers within the system. As both electiesults and polling demonstrate, the country
as a whole is in a more realistic place on thisiasthan Congress seems to realize (NCLR,
2009).

This is a synopsis and not a comprehensive asabfsHispanics and immigration. The
document looks at factors that distinguish migratmmigration today from past waves of
newcomers; reasons why previous immigrants were maccessful in the economy than today’s
newcomers; the overarching myths and realitiesrwhigration, and most recent statistics. This
document highlights immigration in the State of ®@knd the City of Cleveland and how the
region can play a role in bringing about an immiigra system that restores dignity and the rule
of law while rejecting the status quo; misinformetsleading and many times unjust opinions,

attitudes and behaviors. Additional resources aseigled to assist groups in further examination
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of immigration issues and its affect on both thegdnic and the larger community to manifest

initiatives which would benefit all.

The Issues of Immigration and Impact to Hispanics/latinos

What factors distinguish migration/immigration tgdeom past waves of newcomers?
Why were previous immigrants more successful ineit@nomy than today’s newcomers?

The biggest factor has to do with the friendly remoy for people without formal
schooling or proficiency in middle-class Standarylish. Today the workplace requires more
formal schooling and proficiency in speaking andtimg the English language. In a nutshell the
immigrants of yesteryear, who sought entry-levekipons, needed a strong back and a
willingness to work to excel in the economy; todagt so. Yesterday, Immigrants could speak
to the cow in Swedish and the cows gave milk. Gesy@ould talk to the corn in German and
the corn grew. Today’s newcomers do not confroet ¢cbw or the corn — they confront the
computer. In essence, today’s newcomers are bgntfie same skills that other immigrants
brought with them —but, at the wrong time!

Immigrants of yesteryear first entered the econamy slowly after severgenerations
their great grandchildren earned college degreeslayl's newcomers must first succeed in
schools -- before entering the economy with jolzd thave quality and benefits for health care
and related expenses. It took the non- English kipgaimmigrant’'s generations to master
English. They first worked with their hands, therthamheir backs before working with their
heads. The land taken from the indigenous Amerindrans and the free labor from enslaved
Blacks created a basis for wealth for earlier nenes. Those resources that never should have
been exploited in the first place, account in parthe advantages that previous immigrants had
for their success when compared with today’s newazem

Today, the menial labor economy that served ag@pmg stone for immigrants in the
past to educate their children has gone overséuesjobs in the US that still required that kind of
labor do not pay enough to leap frog let alonemdtanewcomers and their children to a better
way of life. The challenge of educating the chifldref immigrants to excel in middle-class

places of learning is complex and requires thatpbkcy makers and service providers stop
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romanticizing the past. The cultural shift of hayito excel first in school before succeeding in

the economy is a new and different reality for fgdaewcomers.

What are the myths and realities about Hispanicigration
that affect the role that Hispanics can play inety@

Myths, Fallacies and Realities
There is over 20 myths that plaque our nation wheromes to immigration. Aviva
Chomsky, professor of Latin American Studies, hasnbactive over 25 years in immigrants’
right issues. The following section provides mastent statistics available from a variety of
sources in combination with summarizing the mythd eealities presented in Dr. Chomsky’s
(2007) book;They Take Our Jobs! and 20 other myths about inatign.”

Immigrants take American jobs

Immigrants compete with low-skilled workers andverdown wages

Unions oppose immigration because it harms the wwgrélass

Immigrant don’t pay taxes

Immigrants are a drain on the economy

Immigrants send most of what they earn out of thentry in the form of remittances

The rules apply to everyone, so new immigrants neddllow them just as immigration

in the past did.

8. The country is being overrun by illegal immigrants.

9. The United States has a generous refugee policy

10.The United States is a melting pot that has alwalsomed immigrants from all over
the world

11.Since we are all the descendants of immigrants kexell start on equal footing

12.Today’s immigrants threaten the national culturedose they are not assimilating.

13.Today’s immigrants are not learning English, arlchual education just adds to the
problem.

14.Immigrants only come here because they want toyemjo higher standard of living.

15.The American public opposes immigration, and theatkein Congress reflects that.

16. The overwhelming victory of Proposition 187 in Gadnia shows that the public oppos
immigration.

17.Ilmmigration is a problem.

18. Countries need to control who goes in and out.

19.We need to protect our borders to prevent crimiaatsterrorists from entering the

NoakwnpE
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S

country.

20.1f people break our laws by immigrating illegaltiiey are criminals and should be
deported.

21.The problems [around immigration] are so huge thaite’s nothing we can do about
them.

Souder, Betances & Associates 11-09



Hispanic Alliance-Immigration Synopsis 7

Myth 1: Immigrants take American jobs

Fallacy 1: “American jobs”

Fallacy 2: Immigration and immigrants reduce rtinenber of jobs available in the US.

Given today’s global economy the idea of jobs hgva national identity is practically
useless. Next, unemployment during the Depressilanunemployment today simply had very
little to do with immigration. In fact, most anatggoint to two major structural developments in
the U.S. economy and the main causes of the ghifmployment pattern: deregulation and
deindustrialization.

Deregulation of major sectors and cutbacks inr@dsocial spending went hand-in-hand
with plant closures and outsourcing. Employerkisgeto reduce costs employed the poorest,
most vulnerable people by moving labor force to groy stricken countries and supporting
policies at home that kept immigrants coming, aadgkthem vulnerable. Connected to the first
fallacy, “American jobs”, by maintaining and explog global inequalities, the U.S. economic
system has created a high-profit/cheap-product i@ is unsustainable, both morally and
practically.

Throughout history, we’ve seen that if workersndrpaid enough to be consumers, there
will be no market and production will crash. To ttkead, there’s a clear relationship between
population size and the number of jobs availablaoagh not quite as simple. The number of
jobs is not finite but elastic and affected by méamtors: Population growth creates jobs because
people consume as well as produce. When populasatines stores, schools, churches and
hospitals close and jobs are lost: growing comnmesitnean more jobs.

Another factor is the global economy, many jobsdpice goods and services that are
consumed elsewhere in the world. However, it haoime painfully obvious in recent decades
businesses that service a global market don’'t gdlgdrave a strong commitment to the local
community. So jobs in the U.S. have a lot to dohwiite global economy, not just what's
happening locally; and, unemployment rates hds litt do with immigration and this has been
demonstrated time and time again in U.S. historieresting to note today’s increasing demand
for corporate social responsibility to address latkcommitment to the quality of life of the

people employed and to the communities surroundi®y and other global businesses.
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Myth 2: Immigrants compete with low-skilled workexsd drive-down wages

According to October, 2009 Migration Policy Insté report, of the 156.2 million
workers engaged in the US civilian labor force 008, immigrants accounted for 15.7 percent
(24.5 million). Between 1970 and 2008, the peragmtaf foreign-born workers in the US
civilian labor force nearly tripled, from 5.3 to .¥5percent. Over the same period, the percent of
foreign born in the total population grew from 40812.5 percent.

Chomsky writes “coincidence does not prove causk effect”. In the first half of the
twentieth century the working class experiencedigah gains, only to see these gains chipped
away in the second half of the century — just awignation rates began to rise again. Looking at
the small picture one could see immigrants andg&illed citizens competing for the same jobs.
However, the larger picture is businesses certamints and have enabled this kind of
competition — lower wages translates into lowecgsi Middle-class and even low-wage workers
in the U.S. may benefit from lower prices for com&u goods but at the same time are finding it
more difficult to buy a house, affordable healthecand send their children to college.

Study after study has shown that since the la#)'$%the distribution of wealth in the
U.S. has become more and more skewed: richest 1%eopopulation owned 30% of the
country’s wealth, and the top 5% controlled 60%tha wealth. Again, immigration increased
during the last decades but that does not proveirtiraigration was the cause of the growing
inequality of wealth. We could argue that cause effielct are reversed: increasing inequality
created demand for immigrant workers and thus sdummigration.

Rising inequality, concentration of wealth and afhg@roducts are linked together. The
immigrants are the victims of the system. Socidtgyhave used the concept of thel labor
marketto explain how this system has worked throughbet history of the U.S (and other
industrialized countries). In essence, inequahbintains a population of poor people who lack
access to resources, and who may have little ali#enbut to accept jobs under the worst of
conditions. The structures of exclusion are comped by the global inequalities that made
immigrants, as people who had a dual frame of eaefs¥ (the home country and the United
States), more likely to accept, rather than chghkertheir exclusion. To this conspired end,
immigrants do jobs that even the poorest of Amerigézens would not do and often do so on a
temporary basis for two primary reasons; wagesnareh more than what they could earn in

their home country and migrant workers are lesseored about living or working conditions
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here because their goal is to save money and r&tuttmeir country to build their dream house
and make a decent home for the family they havekdiind.

So yes, immigrants compete with low-skilled woskéor low-paying jobs because too
many [immigrants] are deprived of rights. The bottline is that governments have made sure

that there are people without rights to fulfill mess needs for cheap workers and high profits.

Myth 3: Unions oppose immigration because it hatimesworking class.

The mainstream U.S. union movement in th8 @ntury opposed immigration- until the
1990’s. At every juncture and with no exceptioroptio the 1980’s, the union movement either
directly instigated or strongly supported everyidigive initiative enacted by Congress to
restrict immigration and to enforce its policy pions. Until 1917, those immigration
restrictions were purely race based. The exclasypsystem worked fairly well for many white
workers until the restructurings of the 1970’s. Besses accelerated their shift abroad, and
government began to dismantle the New Deal socidfave state which benefitted white
immigrants from Europe after the First World War.

It took the AFL-CIO until 1993 to come to termsthvihe fact that the old system was
unrecoverable - and that its survival depended ugaching out to immigrant workers. The
federation adopted a resolution criticizing thos@ow‘exploit public anxiety by making
immigrants and refugees the scapegoats for econamdcsocial problems.” The resolution
affirmed the rights of immigrants, whether docuneentor undocumented, and encouraged
unions “to develop programs to address the speeiatls of immigrant members and potential
members” and collaborate with “immigrant advocacgups and service organizations.” The
“New Voices” leadership rejected the idea “that ilgrants are to blame for the deteriorating
living standard of America’'s low-wage worker. Rathtban focusing on immigrants as the
problem, it proposed “increasing the minimum waaggpting universal health care and enacting

labor law reform as the remedies for the widenmgpme disparity in the nation.”

Myth 4: Immigrants don’t pay taxes

Immigrants no matter what their status, pay theeséaxes that citizens do: sales taxes,
real estate taxes (rent or own), gasoline taxed.like many citizens, some immigrants work in

the informal economy and are paid under the taiilech of the service sector operates in the
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informal sphere. Sub-contracting is one way busieesaire moving once formal sector jobs to
the informal sector jobs. Benefitting companiegphying lower wages than required by law and
benefitting consumers access to inexpensive preduad services provided by these low-wage,
untaxed workers.

Furthermore, there is a practice allowing immigsan use false social security numbers,
these immigrants are subjected to federal and &a&és deductions that will go into federal and
state coffers. But if these immigrants are undoaued they still have no access to the benefits
they are paying for, like social security or uneayphent benefits. As of 2005, Social Security
was receiving about $7 billion a year through faseial security numbers — allowing it to break

even.

Myth 5. Immigrants are a drain on the economy

The majority of immigrants, being of prime workiage and ineligible for many public
services, tend to contribute more to the publidmethan they actually use. Moreover, by
maintaining arbitrary status differences and exdgadnillions of people from legal rights, and
by ensuring that immigrants will continue to argiamd that some will continue to be classed as
“illegal,” U.S. policies guarantee the existenceagfermanent underclass. The following points
demonstrate this practice:

» Several state-level studies trying to assess thel lef state and federal taxes that
immigrants, documented and undocumented, pay cadptr the level of state and
federal services that they receive have come talasintonclusions:immigrants,
documented and undocumented, are more likely to payes that they are to use public
services

* The only kind of public services that immigrant Bebolds use at higher rates than
natives is food assistance programs. However, fiioisthe immigrants themselves who
use this aid-they’re usually not eligible- but théiS. born children, who are citizens.

» If immigrants do not heavily use social serviced #mey do pay taxes, then why don’t
their taxes cover all of or more than, the servitesy do use? Because immigrants
wages are very low.

The other question becomes, “Do immigrants payughadn taxes to cover the services

use?” First generation immigrants pay more in feldiaxes than they receive in federal benefits
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but this does not hold true at the state level. elmw, their descendants correct that pattern and
contribute more in state and federal taxes thay tbasume in services due to increased wages,
improved language skills and greater educationairehent.

Since the 1990’s, economists have started to usera complex model that examines
not only taxes and public services but also futase revenues of the children of immigrants.
This approach called “generational accountingBased on the notion that when a government
is operating at a deficit — as is the case in th®.Uuture generations essentially have to pay
back the debt. Hence, more immigrants mean lesseteb on the native born.

From the business perspective, employing immigvemrtkers and the workers in other
countries, brings some special advantages. Imnograind outsourcing (moving production
abroad) fulfill the same logic as the shift of s#gy used by slaveholders when slavery was
abolished. That is, a U.S. company gets just wihatstaveholder got: workers in their prime
working years, with no investment in the societgttraised them or that will care for them as
they age. Literally, businesses are banking on gmanits realizing their dream to return to their
home country after working prime years in the Ua8d eager for new immigrants to replace
them.

A significant exception to the model of economimprovement over time is
undocumented immigrants. Unlike “legal” immigranig)ose income increases proportionately
to their time in the United States, undocumentechigmants tend to remain on the margins of the
U.S. economyin fact, 39% of undocumented immigrant children kvbelow poverty and 53%
lack health insurance.

» According to recent Migration Policy Institute (©ber, 2009) estimates, immigrants
accounted for 29 percent of the 46.6 million wogkage adults and children under age 18
with no health insurance in 2008. Of these 13.4ioniluninsured immigrants, about half
(6.8 million) were unauthorized immigrants, almastthird (4.2 million) were lawful

permanent residents (LPRs), and another 17 pef2éhinillion) were naturalized citizens.

Myth 6: Immigrants send most of what they earnajuhe country in the form of remittances

“Remittance” refers to money that immigrants sdmaime to family in the home
community. Remittances are a very important parthef global economy for which we all

participate in. A cup of coffee at Starbucks suppdwoth U.S. economy as well as the coffee
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growers in another country. Because of the compéure of the global economy, it's very hard
to untangle exactly who benefits from every dofipent.

* The total income of Latin American immigrants in thU.S. is $450 billion.

* Immigrants send their families in their home cowrgbout 10% of their wages; leaving
90% to spend in this country.

 The 10% sent home represents 50%-80% of househotimie for their family in the
home country and goes to provide basic needs sufdod, health care and clothing.

* The practice of remittance supports sectors ofxl& economy: In the 1990’s the cost of
sending money to Latin America was almost 20%, bitimg local banks and money
transfer companies.

In some ways, remittance money is more effectinam tforeign aid at improving people’s
lives in ways that reduce migration. Some remittanmney goes to hometown associations
involved in different types of development projeldte building schools, water systems or sports
facilities.

Remittances can have contradictory effects tog, a. country may elect to spend
significant portion of remittance on imported com&un goods. Thus rather than create local jobs,
they create incentives for their people to migtateontinue the flow of remittance since local
families having members as migrants are the ones cahn afford this kind of consumption of
consumer goods.

Remittance is one element in an extremely integraflobal economy. One ought not
look only at the flow of remittance between weal#tmd poor countries, rather look at the global
economy as a system, remittances are just one gpmeakt of a very complex, multidirectional

flow.

Myth 7, 8 and 9 looks at “Immigrants and the Lawluch of the current anti-immigrant
agitation stems from the idea of the sanctity & thw, and antipathy of the crime that
immigrants commit when they violate immigration .lawrhe following myths looks at the
arbitrary and discriminatory nature of immigratidaw and argue that the legal categories it
creates have historically been informed by raciama @olitics, rather than humanitarianism,

justice, or the idea that all men (or all peopleg @reated equal.
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Myth 7: The rules apply to everyone, so new imi@nis need to follow them just as

immigrations in the past did.

History taught in the U.S. has been to think tags a country of white, voluntary
immigrants. “The rules”, though, were different tturopeans than for other immigrant groups.
What the people (usually of European origin) whopto “the rules” tend to ignore is that when
their parents and grandparents came to the Unii@sS they in fact did exactly what so-called
“illegal” immigrants are doing today; They decidedmigrate. However, they were not denied
entry and citizenship because the rules were diftethen; U.S. law explicitly limited citizenship
and naturalization to white people. Through a caxpgirocess of omission and commission,
immigration and naturalization were used to créatenation by design.” Until 1924 when
numerical restrictions were placed on European gnation, though pale in the face of
restrictions placed on non-white immigrants whoewexcluded altogether.

The last major immigration reform, in 1965, finaliemoved racially defined quota
system, and replaced it with a uniform quota sydit@mall countries. In addition to the new laws
of 1965, the acceleration of what we now know dslfglization” lead to the huge increase in
immigration from Latin American and Asia. To comipead this global phenomenon, we have to
look at the socioeconomic and cultural legacy dbrlism. Briefly, the European colonialism
that shaped the modern world could be describetthe@gonquest of people of color by white
people, the massive transfer of natural resouraesfahe colonies and into the colonial powers,
and the dispossession of formerly self-sufficieative inhabitants as their lands were take for
the export economy. Formally self-sufficient nasvof these lands conveniently served as a
cheap or coerced labor force to exploit the resmifand, minerals, forests etc).

The U.S. has the highest standard of living inwloeld, and it maintains it by using its
laws, and its military, to enforce the extractidimre@sources and labor from its modern version of
colonies, with little compensation for the popuwas. It is no wonder that people from these
countries want to follow the resources to the plabere they are being enjoyed.

Most of today’s immigrants come from countries vehaistorically the U.S. has been
deeply involved. Immigrants are here in the U.Sadose the U.S. is in their country! Yet U.S.
law is inherently discriminatory. It primarily befits close relatives of U.S. citizens and of
permanent residents. For most others who want teectm the United States, the law simply
forbids it.
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Case in point, The Immigration Act of 1990 estsiidid the Diversity Visa Lottery (also
known as the green card lottery) to allow entrynimnigrants from countries with low rates of
immigration to the United States. The act stated tlo more than 55,000 diversity visas are
made available each fiscal year. Of the 55,000syiS®00 have to be used for applicants under
the Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central American éRefict of 1997, thus reducing the
available number to 50,000 (Migration Policy In&009).

Myth 8: The country is being overrun by illegalrmgrants.

The difference between “legal” and unauthorizedjacumented, or “illegal” immigrants
is nowhere near as clear-cut as most people imagome people who enter the country legally
will become illegal if they overstay their visa;nse who enter illegally or become illegal are
actually in the process of legalizing their status.

The United Nations High Commission on Human Riglejects the expression “illegal
migrant,” stating it contradicts the spirit and lai@s directly the words of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights which clearly statesAmicle 6 that ‘Everyone had the right to
recognition everywhere as a person before the l&ahe preferred term is “undocumented” or
“unauthorized” migrant.

The Migration Policy Institute issued the followiatest statistics on immigration and
immigrants in their October 2009 report. You wilamt to refer to report for details and to view
the full report rich with data.

* Of the 46.9 million people in 2008 who identifiedemselves as having Hispanic or
Latino ancestry, nearly two-thirds or 62% were ivtborn” US citizens; the remaining
38% of Hispanics were immigrants.

» Of the 38 million “foreign-born” populations in tHegnited States in 2008, 49.9 % were
female. (The stereotype held by most Americankas'itlegal immigrant” is single, adult
male, here to work temporarily.)

» Of the foreign born in the United States in 2008,9%0 reported their race as white
alone, 8.1% as black or African American alone7/23as Asian alone, and 17% as some
other race; 1.5% reported having two or more races.

* According to Pew Hispanic Center estimates, theeze 11.9 million unauthorized
immigrants living in the United States in March080 Unauthorized immigrants made up
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30% of the nation's foreign-born population, abét of the entire US population, and
5.4% of US workers. Approximately 44% of the natsounauthorized immigrants have
arrived since 2000. About three-quarters (76%)tleé 11.9 million unauthorized

immigrant population were of Hispanic origin.

Overall, unauthorized migrants tend to have loleeels of education and work at lower-
paying jobs than do authorized migrants and ciszérhey are overrepresented in agriculture
and construction work- some of the most unregulatsttors of the labor market. In industrial
work, unauthorized workers are present in food rfeturing and in textiles and apparel
manufacturing. These two industries offer good exasiof how global economic restructuring

has affected the U.S. labor market.

Myth 9: The United States has a generous refugbeyp

This section in Chomsky’s book provides a succimstorical timeline of U.S. law in the
matter of refugees. In summary, since WWII, Uni&tdtes law has provided for certain would-
be immigrants to be granted specials rights asgesfs, prior to this time, the country had no
immigrant provisions at all for refugees. For thesU‘refugee” has generally meant “refugee
from Communism” and this definition written intoettaw from 1965 until 1980; when the U.S.
finally created the Refugee Act of 1980, a poliegttconformed to United Nations standards of
treating equally all people facing political persgon. The main point however, is that U.S.
admission of refugees since then and today is dftemight of as a humanitarian policy;
however, its character has been much more polifidgb. relations with other nations) and

oftentimes racial.

Myth 10 — 13 addresses “Immigration and Race”. Igrants of today have inherited a long
history of immigration and expansion which has nmposated people into the nation in a
distinctly unequal manner. Today’s immigrants atid snmigrants, like the Europeans of the
last century. But they are also Asians and Latinelspse history in the U.S. has been one of
exclusion and conquest. Both of these intertwinesdoties structure the ways in which

immigrants come to, and are received by, U.S. sptoelay.
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Myth 10: The United States is a melting pot that Akvays welcomed immigrants from all over

the world

Here again let's take a look at history and to dlegree that things have changed or
remained the same today. Most European conflictheflast century were focused on groups
trying to enforce some kind of racial, ethnic, aitaral purity, or to define borders of nations.
United States portrayed its national identity velifferently, as the melting pot made up of
ethnically diverse immigrants. The citizenship tgstowledge of English and certain aspects of
U.S. history and institution) has no racial or ethrequirements. However, U.S. nationality has
historically been based on race. Beginning with firet naturalization law in 1790; declaring
naturalization to “free white persons” and “personseaning “male”. Arguments about the
citizens and “aliens” of today reflect many of te@me ideas. Immigrants may be physically
present-as African Americans were- but they arduebed from the community that is accorded
rights. Rights are reserved for the portion offibpulation defined as “citizens”.

The Fourteenth Amendment prohibited discriminatlmased on race, but it did not
prohibit discrimination based on citizenship statusind access to citizenship was still very
clearly based on race. Immigration restriction la®4917, 1921 and 1924 (the latter remained
in effect until 1965) codified these racial/natibrexclusions making it clear that this is
essentially a white country. Finally, in 1952, alktial/national restrictions to citizenship were
lifted. Most likely the reason for expanding theaegries of those eligible for citizenship was
embarrassment at being the only country in the dvoglsides Hitler's Germany to uphold such a
racially exclusive definition of citizenship.

Of great significance, the immigration and natuedlon restrictions constituted a neat
circumvention of the Fourteenth Amendment; guarintgequal rights to all citizens-but it did
not specify that all people should have equal ecte<itizenship. Whites, who were voluntary
immigrants, were people inherently eligible forizgnhship. Nonwhites, who were to be

conquered and exploited, were not.

Myth 11: Since we are all the descendants of imanmits here, we all start on equal footing

As previously mentioned, the United States hasrpmrated populations through
voluntary immigration, involuntary immigration, andonquest. Saying it is a nation of

immigrants creates ambiguity for the latter twoeypof population integration. Scholars of

Souder, Betances & Associates 11-09



Hispanic Alliance-Immigration Synopsis 17

ethnic studies have used the terms “internal cal@m” or “colonized minorities” to explain the
way people of color have been incorporated intoWh®. As discussed earlier, it seemed the
United States couldn’t live with imported workeas)d couldn’t live without them. In short, as
long as popular opinion accepts the division betwéegal” and “illegal,” the social structures

of inequality-and the profits they facilitate- cdudontinue.

Myth 12: Today's immigrants threaten the nationdture because they are not assimilating.

It's not lack of assimilation that keeps them naafized-it's assimilation itself. For
immigrants of color, assimilation means somethirgyvdifferent than it historically has for
European immigrants. As Toni Morrison suggest irspeecial issue offime magazine on
immigration, racial inequality is so deeply embetide the national culture and social fabric of
the United States that assimilation has histogcadeant finding, learning and accepting one’s
place in the racial order. The current anti-immigrsentiment reinforces racial inequality.

When European immigrants assimilated, they joitte®l white society in social and
cultural terms who had ongoingly excluded peoplecolor. Obviously, the color of their
(European) skin did not change-but the categofyvbfte” expanded from its former association
with Anglo-Saxons to include these newcomers. Aiggaonism was fundamentally based on
the domination of Africans, Native Americans, ansiaks, and the institutions and ideologies of
the U.S. reflected this reality.

For immigrants of color, the trajectory of assatibn is a very different one. Unlike
whole generations of European immigrants, no amadirassimilation will ever make them
white. Like earlier generations of immigrants, ta@sriving today still see learning English as
crucial to survival and success. But the new imamgg also become aware that learning to speak
English will not resolve the problems of race.

Immigrants of color do assimilate into U.S. sogidtut, in contrast to white immigrants,
for people of color assimilation means downward iitgb The social and economic statistics
have told the same dreaded story for many genesatimacks, Hispanics, and Native Americans
are at the bottom of the social hierarchy.

In a study conducted by Mary Waters of black Wasdian immigrants; “When West

Indians lose their distinctiveness as immigrantgtbnics they become not just Americans, but
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black Americans...those who resist becoming Americgmsvell or risk becoming downward
mobile.”

Lastly, the following data from the Migration Poji Institute (2009) tells a story of
immigrants’ desiring to become part of U.S. cultuvoreover, understand that dual citizenship
is not a U.S. option; foreign nationals must demaahtheir country of origin; this is not an easy
thing to do nor is this to be taken lightly.

* In 2008, 1,107,126 foreign nationals became lavpeitmanent residents (LPRs) (also
known as green-card holders) according to the Deyst of Homeland Security's
Yearbook of Immigration StatisticR008. The total number represents a 5.2 percent
increase from 2007 (1,052,415) and a 31.6 peroen¢ase from 2000 (841,002).

Myth 13: Today’'s immigrants are not learning Eglyliand bilingual education just adds to the

problem.
One way to measure the desire of Latin Americamignations to learn English is

through their enrollment in ESL classes. In a restidy, almost 60% of ESL providers in the
U.S. reported significant waiting lists — some apftree years.

In many ways, the language patterns of todaymignants are similar to those of earlier
generations in that, older immigrants find learnmghew language more difficult than the
younger immigrant, and by the third and fourth gatien their native language and culture is
lost. In some ways, though, today’s situationiffetent and has led to misconceptions about
today’s immigrant, especially with regards to EslgliLooking back on European immigrants,
many held the same dream as today’s immigrant okiwg in the U.S. for a period of time and
return to their home country. But things changedraioth WWI and WWII when the migrant
stream was interrupted in both directions. Plusfaneign (especially anti-German) propaganda
and Americanization campaigns created further pressfor immigrants to abandon their native
language. This meant that European immigrant pdpuakk and their culture cease to be
nourished.

Both the past and the present of Latin America ignamts are somewhat different. First,
conquered peoples, such as the Mexican and Puedan$®® have historically been more
marginalized, and more reluctant to give up theitural heritage, than voluntary immigrants.

Second, geography, technology and immigration pedtkeep cross-border ties much more alive
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for today’s Latino immigrants. From the outside,nmiy look like Latinos are not learning
English. But what's really happening is that as geaeration learns English, new Spanish-
speakers are arriving. They learn English withawiihg to give up Spanish.

In 2000, of the U.S. population, 18% or 47 millipaople spoke another language other
than English at home; 28.1 million of these spogartish and over half of these were proficient
in English and Spanish or another non-English lagguMoreover, a study by the Pew Hispanic
Foundation reported 92% of Hispanics believed ithabs “very important” that the children of
immigrants be taught English, compared to 87% afi-Hpanic whites and 83% of non-
Hispanic blacks.

Why then have politicians and activists felt tleeed to promote “English only” laws and
initiatives throughout the United States? Educasioould not be understood as a zero-sum issue.
Just as children should be taught metldreading — understanding literacy enhances matls skil
and vice versa- children who are fluent in anotaerguage other than English have an academic
skill that must be nourished. Just as importard,ibnefit of bilingual education has long been
proven by substantial data; unlike English-only moels for teaching. To this end, politicians and
others who are concerned with immigrants learnimgliSh should push for more adult ESL
programs, and better funding for bilingual eduaati@ther than punitive measures like English-
only ballots and banning the educational prograesigihed to effectively teach children. The
following most recent statistics beckons supporéiggon:

* In 2008, 52.1 percent of the 37.7 million foreigari age 5 and older were Language
English Proficient (LEP), compared with 51.0 petoainthe 30.7 million foreign born age
5 and older in 2000.

* In 2008, 80.3 percent of the entire US populatige & and older said they speak only
English at home. The remaining 19.7 percent or BalBon people reported speaking a
variety of foreign languages. Of them, Spanish wadar the most commonly spoken
language (61.9%), followed by Chinese (4.4%), TagdP.7%), French (including Cajun,
2.4%), Vietnamese (2.1%), and German (2%).

* In 2008, there were 31.9 million immigrants age a@fsd older. Of those, 27.1% had a
bachelor's degree or higher, while 32.5% lackeayh &chool diploma. Among the 168.2
million native-born adults age 25 and older, 27.88 a bachelor's degree or higher and

only 11.7% did not have a high school diploma.
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The next series, Myth 14- 21, is an overview of hbf. policies created immigration and the
current immigration debate. To iterate, a more gpth analysis can be found in Aviva Chomsky
book, “They Take Our Jobs!...” (2007).

Myth 14: Immigrants only come here because theytwaanjoy our higher standard of living.

Discussions of immigration everywhere today temdée immigration as an individual,
rather than a structural and historical issue. Agdions prevail that people in other countries
come here to take advantage of the wealth and appty of this country. The numbers and
trends, however, tell a story of how migrant floaue in fact highly structured by colonial
relationships.

Disparities of resources don’t on their own leadrhimigration. It's the economic ties
created by colonial and neo-colonial economiesnecoc demand in the receiving country, and
even, in most cases, direct recruitment that sefesfor immigration. The following push-pull
factors describe immigrant’s decision to leavertih@me country: Poverty, lack of opportunity
and danger “push” people to leave; opportunity jlakdity of jobs educations and safety “pull”
people elsewhere. The colonial power projects aagenof omnipotence and superiority and
reiterates the inferiority of those it has colonizés it any surprise that colonial subjects dream
of leaving home for the metropolis? Once traditiomdlage life and ties are unraveled,
migration out of the country becomes a real pobsibMoreover, this system is not erased after
direct colonialism ends. Rather, it evolves andettgps. Immigration is just one piece of the
larger puzzle, interlocking with all of the otheepes.

The explanation proposed here does not mean tty jogigment but to place migration
in a historical context, and see it as part ofrgdaglobal system. Citizen workers who have lost
their jobs to globalization and migrants who corodhte U.S. to fill the new secondary labor
market are part of a system that is much largem tham. Hence, migration is a result, not a
cause, of these global economic changes.

The Migration Policy Institute, October 2009 regoon how illegal immigration has
responded to the economic crisis in the UnitedeStaResearch in the United States and other

countries indicates that along with temporary mmgraorkers, flows of unauthorized immigrants
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are most closely linked to the economy, and thesaties most likely to fall in poor economic
times.

» US population survey data show that while the ahnumber of new arrivals from Mexico
— the largest source of illegal immigration to tbeited States — was about 650,000
between March 2004 and March 2005, and 420,000dsstWlarch 2007 and March 2008,
the estimated annual inflow dropped to just 175,08@veen March 2008 and March 2009,
which is the lowest total this decade. This findisgreinforced by US Border Patrol
apprehensions data and Mexican government surveys.

» A second central story is that even now — nearly fw@ars into the recession — return
migration remains the exception and not the ruleer& has been virtually no change in
return flows to Mexico despite the fact that uneoyplent rates for Mexican and Central
American immigrants in the United States have wyeaddubled from 6.4 percent in

December 2007 to 11.5 percent in August 2009 acuptd the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Myth 15: The American public opposes immigratiand the debate in Congress reflects that

opposition.
Latinos emerged from the 2008 elections as a dowfarce, exhibiting record-setting

political participation. There was an increase 2¥3over 2004 elections and greater than 25%
increase in Latino voter registration. It is beéd the immigration debate roused the Latino
voters and in 2008, reform-minded candidates wono@Oof 22 battleground races against
opponents supporting deportation-only or restretapproaches, and 66% of voters in swing
districts support an approach that will result mdacumented immigrants becoming legal, tax-
paying workers within the system. As both electiesults and polling demonstrate, the country
as a whole is in a more realistic place on thisasthan Congress seems to realize (National
Council of La Raza, 2009).

We need to pause and think about what exactly dasgerous about immigration — what
makes it a crisis. For many Americans, there indsedcrisis. It's an economic crisis. It's also a
crisis that benefits once sector of society: they vieh. And it's a crisis that has very little ¢t
with immigration. Another crisis facing Americarssnational security; whether here or abroad.

Then there’s the crisis of global warming and Aroanis hand in that crisis. With so many real
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crises facing us, why has so much national attentieen focused instead on the issue of
immigration?

Furthermore, data from Pew Research Center fouednumbers who believe that
immigrants take jobs from Americans has been aairlyfsteady decline since 1983, when over
40% believed it. Today it's just 24%. So it seehmt the upsurge in anti-immigrant rhetoric and
politicking may have inflamed small numbers of peggout that most people in the country,
especially those who live in high-immigration argasld more considered views.

Perhaps the media pundits and politicians whepeading so much energy whipping up
this immigration scare are trying to distract usnirsome other, more pressing, national- and

global-issues.

Myth 16: The overwhelming victory of Propositio®7Lin California shows that the public

opposes immigration.

Prop 187, billed as the “illegal alien initiativatiould have prohibited undocumented
immigrants from receiving public health and edumatservice in the state, had not most of it
provisions been quickly struck down by the coudsuaconstitutional. There are two reasons
why the vote on Prop 187 does not seem to corresporthe more positive attitude about
immigrants that the polls tend to show.

1. The campaign itself mobilized virulent anti-immigtahetoric-and fallacious arguments-
that may have influence public opinion.

2. While polls use scientific methods to come up wipresentative cross-sections of the
population, electoral voting merely records thenapis of those who choose to vote;

noting only 8.9 million people voted-fewer thanfhaflthose eligible.

As we move forward in our own communities withasds to the immigration debate, a
lesson to be learn from Prop 187 is that by failingassertively offer a counter to the anti-
immigration message promoted by the pro-187 campding “no” campaign may have actually
strengthened anti-immigrant sentiment and encodragene people to vote “yes”. Further
enabling politicians throughout the nation to infls, and benefit from these anti-immigration

attitudes.
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Myth 17: Immigration is a problem.

Immigration is a humanitarian problem. What isdegkis a humanitarian solution: the
creation of a new model of global economic intdgrabne that redistributes the planet’s
resources more equitable among its inhabitants,omedthat respects and nourishes traditional
peasant lifestyles. U.S. domestic policies keemekiic inequality, and the demand for
secondary-sector workers, high. And border enfoesgnpolicies have created a humanitarian
crisis.

The $20 billion that the United States has spenborder military efforts has had no
appreciable effect on immigration levels, but is ltaused thousands of deaths and untold human
suffering — a problem that U.S. citizens ever Jd& only substantive change it has brought is
that unauthorized migrants are likely to stay loread bring their families into the U.S. because
going home to visit has become dangerous. The egehaeneficiaries of the change were the
smugglers; border smuggling grew from a small-scaldividual operation to encompass
sophisticated rings with links to organized crinmel @rug trafficking.

Below are the latest statistics from MigrationiPplinstitute (2009) debunking stronger
border as a solution:

» Since 2000, the total number of alien apprehensiemorted by the Department of
Homeland Security has declined steadily, numbed(@ 756 in 2007 and 791,568 in 2008.
The 2008 figure is the lowest since 1989 and theors# lowest since 1982. The
overwhelming majority, 97%, were along the Southwkerder. The United States
deported almost 1.2 million aliens in 2008. Thaltatumber of aliens deported follows a
similar trend to apprehensions, rising from 1,032,% 1990 to 1,864,343 in 2000 before
declining to 1,170,149 in 2008.

» Funding for the US Border Patrol, then part of lilmenigration and Naturalization Service
(INS) in the Department of Justice, increased 51#¥%veen 1986 and 2002, from $268
million to $1.6 billion. The Border Patrol budgetasv more than $3.5 billion in 2008
according to the Office of Management and Budgée Border Patrol is responsible for
enforcing 8,000 miles of US land and water bourefatbetween legal points of entry
(designated points where immigration officials cagulate entry).

» The number of Border Patrol agents has nearly @éauftbm approximately 9,000 in 2001
to 17,499 in 2008.
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Myth 18: Countries need to control who goes in and

Governments often tried to control the size an#teup of their population by how they
establish borders, by expelling or exterminatingugis of people within their national borders.
When we study how governments have done this ipaise we are horrified. There is, however,
a parallel between racial thinking and economiokimg here.

The economic pattern is the haves often see aiimigthe have-nots as the best solution
to inequality, rather than redistributing the reses. And, because this world of haves and
haves-not has been structured by conquest and sapariority, the racial and the economic
arguments are often the same two sides of the sameEnglish migrants had no intention of
assimilating into the land they migrated to: thegmmed to replace the societies that existed there.

Over the course of the existence of the UnitedeStavhite society have historically used
people of color for labor; whether forced to behe U.S. through slavery or migrate here due to
push-pull factors in their home country, people aolor are deemed nonpersons through
immigration laws and regulations, and other prastito control population (such as eugenics,
sterilization and even war).

We forget or deny that Settlers made strangemh@findigenous American-Indians in
their own homeland. To put it bluntly the most wielown and celebrated “illegal aliens” in
what we call today the United States of AmericatheePilgrims. The English do not qualify to
be called “immigrants” since they never gave thmassports to the Indian Nations in North
America. They did not become part of the nationd tiioes in the region. In that respect they
were unauthorized or undocumented migrants. Morheopoint they later became conquerors
and settlers. Yet they are considered heroic anthywof a holiday season (Thanksgiving) to be
recognized for their courage to leave their hometlansearch for a better life here. The pilgrims
did yesterday what newcomers are doing today- toecbere to improve the quality of their
lives. In essence, as Dr. Samuel Betances put§his country was founded by outsiders who
are today’s insiders who get very nervous abouayedoutsiders.” What immigrants are not
trying to do, however, is trying to replace, congoe make of members of the larger society
strangers in their own homeland.

The fact that Mexican consist of a blended heeitagth the indigenous peoples of the
Southwest must also be considered in the debateicktedid not much come to the USA. The

US took by force what use to be Mexico. The coneépfhicano reveals a great truth — those
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that are described as “Mexican — Americans” havéantity rooted in the original indigenous
inhabitants of the land. The Spaniards mingled wité inhabitants and created theestizo
blended people who today want to be called “Chisdndell a Mexican to “go back to where
you come from” and they could just wind up in TexAszona, and California — for these and
others like it are the homelands of the Chicaneaple who lived there way before the USA
became an independent country that began to défen@eople of colors that they conquered,
colonized, or enslaved as unworthy of becomingliti®aerican.” The indigenous suffered the
indignity of becoming strangers in their own homelaThe Mexicans that cross the border to
what use to be Mexico are consider “illegal.” Thimmeful reality must be exposed.

What the US European settlers did to the indigenouour country other Europeans,
including the English, did in other lands. It's hase of the horrible consequences that have
befallen the conquered, that the issue of immignais intertwined with the quest for social
justice for today’s newcomers. The champions o&ytslimmigrants must not only advocate for
their groups, they must also advocate foruheesolved issuampacting the original inhabitants
and their descendantse faltaron respeto a los Indios primefbhe Native Americans welthe
first to have had their dignity attacked and their status land taken from them. The indigenous
were labeled as “illegal”; those who were not killwere forced to live in reservations. The fact
is that everyone who comes to live in the Unitedt& of America benefits from the bloody
legacy of the original subjugation of Indigenous é&man Indians. Supporting the rights of
Native Americans must form part of the agenda whsdeks social justice for today’s
newcomers.

And the struggle continues todayase in point, in 2008 Americas Policy reported on
“Border Apartheid Documented in United Nations Rem Indigenous Peoples’sharing with
the world (via United Nations) the “racism and dpeaid” on indigenous peoples at the [U.S]
borders. “Under the guise of Homeland Security, theted States has increasingly become
paranoid and isolationist, and is ahead of scheduhiilding a barrier, a steel wall along 700
miles of the U.S. Mexican border. This wall and Ux@nophobia greatly affect Indigenous
Peoples whose lands straddle both sides of theehbttie report states. The National Security
Administration has demanded that elders give up taeds. They have been told that they will
have to travel three miles to go through checkgoitd walk, recreate, to farm, and herd goats

and cattle on their own Apache lands.
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The following is a short list of actions the growpuld like the United Nation to address
with the United States:

« Consultations should take place with Indigenoespges, including the right to free, prior,
and informed consent, with the aim of abolishingstdoctrines such as the Trust relationship
while protecting the rights of Indigenous Peoplesedlected by international customary law
and the United Nations Declaration on the Rightkdfgenous Peoples.

* That the United States recognize all Indigencerspies in the United States as Indigenous
Peoples with Indigenous rights, consistent withuinéed Nations Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples and with international custgntaw, including terminated Tribes,
unrecognized Tribes, Alaskan Natives, Native Halang, and the Taino Peoples of Puerto
Rico. It should also comply with its Charter resgibilities of ensuring the wellbeing of the
Native Peoples of Guam and Puerto Rico.

» The “Plenary Powers Doctrine” should be immedjatdolished. Indigenous lands taken
under this doctrine should be restored.

» The United States should begin a process oftaging abrogated and unrecognized Treat|es
with Indigenous Peoples, with the aim of respectind adhering to their terms, and provide,
with the free, prior, and informed consent of thdijenous Peoples affected, restitution angd
where appropriate, compensation for damages asuli of their abrogation or failure of
recognition.

* Sacred Lands should be returned to Indigenoupl@gwith particular attention paid to the
Black Hills of South Dakota to the Lakota Nation.

* Indigenous Peoples should be allowed to pratties religion without the necessity of
permits or the observation and encumbrances oistsubikers, and rock climbers.

» Development that affects the Sanctity of Sacradds should immediately cease and should
only be allowed with the free, prior, and informmzhsent of the Indigenous Peoples affected.

* Prison Inmates, in both Federal and State prishogld immediately be allowed their
religious practice as is allowed all other religgan United States prisons, including but not
limited to, last rites for condemned Indigenous abes.

» Development with potential harm to Indigenouses rights, whether on recognized
reservations or not, should not be done without frnee, prior, and informed consent. The
United States should take immediate steps to reateedind compensate for the legacies of
development harmful to Indigenous Peoples.

* The United States should be held accountablgddrehavior and that of U.S. trans-nationa
corporations that violate the rights of Indigen®&oples abroad. It should immediately cease
these racist policies and practices and exploreswéiolding transnational companies
registered in the United States accountable. Réatly, the United States should: 1) Outlaw
the manufacture of banned pesticides for exporgta@p the spraying of herbicides in
Colombia and other countries; 3) Cease their ecanand logistical support of paramilitary
death squads under the guise of “economic developime
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» The United States must comply with its Treatyi@dtions as well as customary
international law, and provide the means by whiafidn Reservations can develop and
provide for future generations in keeping with treiltures and traditions.

» Congress should act to reauthorize and updatintti@n Health Care Improvement Act to
reflect both current needs of Indian health ancctireent health care systems enjoyed by most
Americans. Equally importantly, it should receite hecessary funding to be effective.

* In order to better protect tribal female citizérsm sexual violence, the United States should
recognize full tribal criminal jurisdictional auttity over all crimes occurring within Indian
country. In addition, Congress should provide adégjtunding to fully implement Title I1X of
the Violence against Women Act.

* The United States should afford Native Americtinesfull right to participate in government
by addressing the rampant voting discriminatiorciicas throughout the nation, and
particularly in South Dakota.

» The United States should provide just and adeqgugtaration and compensation for any
damages suffered by indigenous victims of abusthéynited States under its historical
practice of mandating that Native children atteedefally sponsored boarding schools.

» The United States should promote the developwietatxtbooks and the teaching of
culturally appropriate and historically accuraterimulum for all school age children,
particularly Native American children, of the dignand worth of Indigenous Peoples and
cultures, as well as their human rights.

Myth 19: We need to protect our borders to prewgimhinals and terrorists from entering the

country.
Tom Barry in his 2008 articld;ruth about Illegal Immigration and Crimiells us anti-

immigration forces have been hammering into ourdbethe dangerous link between illegal
immigration and increases in violent crime. Themyoproblem: the facts don't support their
alarmist contentions. "Some of the most violentnanals at large today are illegal aliens.” That's
the lead sentence of a policy report publishedhgy @enter for Immigration Studies (CIS), a
Washington, DC institute that provides intellectaaimunition to the anti-immigration forces.
Another CIS study led with a similarly impressididsassertion about the immigrant-crime link:
"In recent years, it has become difficult to avgdrceiving immigrants, legal or not, as
overwhelming this country with serious crime."

CIS is not alone in relying on impressions to foopinions about just how illegal
immigrants are. On the basis of fear-mongeringesarather than scientific studies, groups like
the Center for Immigration Studies have succeedesbnvincing the media and the U.S. public
that undocumented immigrants are criminals. A N&tidpinion Research Center survey found
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in 2000 that 73% of Americans believed that imnmmgsawere casually related to more crime.
But, as in other dimensions of the immigration depthe facts don't support the alarm. There
have been dozens of national studies examining granon and crime, and they all come to the
same conclusion: immigrants are more law-abidiaa ttitizens.

A 2007 study by the Immigration Policy Center (JPiGund that immigrants, whether
legal or illegal, are substantially less likely commit crimes or to be incarcerated than U.S.
citizens. The Immigration Policy Center (IPC) stddynd that:

« At the same time that immigration—especially undoeated immigration—has reached
or surpassed historic highs, crime rates have mtli notably in cities with large
numbers of undocumented immigrants, including bormdges like ElI Paso and San
Diego.

+ Incarceration rate for native-born men in the 1888 groups was five times higher than
for foreign-born men in the same age group.

- Data from the census and other sources show thaviry ethnic group, incarceration
rates among young men are lowest for immigrantsn ekrose who are least educated and
least acculturated.

Ruben G. Rumbaut, coauthor'@he Myth of Immigrant Criminality'study, said: "The
misperception that immigrants, especially illegalmigrants, are responsible for higher crime
rates is deeply rooted in American public opiniard as sustained by media anecdotes and
popular myth." According to Rumbaut, a sociologgfpssor at the University of California at
Irvine, "This perception is not supported empitigaln fact, it is refuted by the preponderance
of scientific evidence."

As the IPC study noted, the fact that many immmtgaenter the country illegally is
framed by anti-immigration forces as an assauliheri'rule of law," thereby reinforcing the false
impression that immigration and criminality arekiad. Certainly, immigration is an issue that
merits public discussion. But facts, not irratiofi@hr and dread, should inform the national
debate about immigration policy (Barry, 2008).

Chomsky also states the “rule of law”, and thefldywrosecution of those who commit
crimes, makes a lot more sense than closing boeseesway to reduce crime. Terrorist acts in
the U.S. have been committed by citizens and byigrants, and for causes related to domestic

as well as international issues. These crimegm@amees of violence, not crimes of immigration.
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Yes, we may need to do better, or different, sarggnf those who want to enter the United
States by legal means, biliere remains no logical relationship between bordsecurity and
the prevention of terrorism
Chomsky suggests two approaches which seem maely lio prevent future attacks
against U.S. targets, both here and abroad:
1. Seek to reduce global tensions, and in particul&:. Unilateralism and aggression, could
reduce anti-Americanism in other countries.
2. Effective police and investigative work—abiding Inyternational law, international
agreements, and the Geneva Conventions —at lefst dhe possibility of working
toward a world ruled by law, in which criminals gre@secuted under law, and those not

accused of any crime are spared the fate of begpoultateral damage.

Myth 20: If people break our laws by immigratitiggally, they are criminals and should be

deported.
“Breaking the law” conjures up images of assauhsfts, murders-violation of laws that

were created to protect people from harm. As wsaen, the history of our country has included
many laws that today look unjust and discriminat@@yg., slavery, lynching and segregation).

Immigration laws are very different; these lawsigefand differentiate legal status on the basis
of arbitrary attributes. Immigration laws createequal rights. People who break immigration

laws do not cause harm or potential harm; they lsirapss a border or even more common,

simply exist.

Some citizens wonder why immigrants don’t simplgllow the rules” and go through
the process to become “legal”’. Because the law dessgnednot to allow certain groups of
people to have the rights that others enjoy. tittssame reason Rosa Parks didn’t sit “legally” in
front of the bus or Harriet Tubman didn't “legallgmancipate herself from slavery. Both
committed a victimless crime that was illegal netause of what they did, but because of who
they were. The law discriminates by making it ilédor some people to do what is perfectly
legal for others.

In fact, unauthorized immigrants continue theitemupts to become “legal” or

“authorized”; According to Migration Policy Instie:
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» Applicants registered for the 2010 Diversity Visattery (run between October 2 and
December 1, 2008) were selected at random from b®€r million qualified entries. The
number of qualified entries totaled 5.5 millionthre 2007 lottery, 6.4 million in the 2008
lottery, and 9.1 million in the 2009 lottery. (TBepartment of State does not release the
total number of applications received, only the benmof qualified entries.)

» The US Department of State (DOS) reports the nurabeisas issued to foreign nationals
who wish to come to the United States for the psepof traveling, conducting business,
working, studying, and other reasons: In 2008, D€38ed 6,603,073 nonimmigrant visas,
which is lower than the decade's peak of 7,588\ig8s in 2001 but higher than the
decade's bottom of 4,881,632 visas issued in 20163, (2009).

Myth 21: The problems [around immigration] areleme that there’s nothing we can do about

them

Again, immigration is part of an interconnectedlgl system that has been shaped by
history and economics. Unequal economic relatigpssishould be changed - not because they
lead to migration, but because they lead to hunudiersng and an unsustainable world. If our
goal is to slow migration, then the best way toswois to work for a more equitable global
system. Fences and borders serve to harden globauality. It is entirely possible for open
borders to coexist with orderly administration amdstate of law (e.g. European Union, and
interstate travel within the U.S.)

There are certain concrete steps that we coukdtaknake our immigration policy more
humane. Moreover, if changes in immigration polegre accompanied by steps to ameliorate
glaring injustices in other areas, we might actub# on our way to create a better world. Below
are actions we can take to begin to achieve thag go

» Eliminate current immigration policy’s most sinistéharacteristics: rollback the punitive
and discriminatory changes made in the 1996 lllégahigration Reform and Immigrant

Responsibility Act; this would be a logical firstep in a process aimed at eventually

guaranteeing full equality before the law for imnaigts.

* Reverse the militarization of the border; encourafyeost all would-be immigrants to
pass through established inspection stationsamishe vast majority of U.S. citizens do

when they travel to Mexico or Canada.
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» Extend full legal rights to all immigrants would @ar toward eliminating the economic
exploitation of immigrant workers by employers tiwgrkers would no longer be subject

to the constant fear of discovery.

Most signs suggest that these steps would NOT teaa huge influx of immigration.
Contrary, immigration has steadily increased asiamhigration policies have become harsher.
Some migrants leave their homelands for fun, adwerdnd curiosity. The vast majority though
leave because they have no alternative. They lgmrehomes, families, and loved ones as a last
resort. Today’s war on immigrants continues thatfeagainst the poor.

We should work for a more just world for moralhieal and humanitarian reasons.
Migration would be reduced because poor people®&sliand livelihoods would become more

sustainable-which is a worthy end on its own.
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Synopsis of the Nation

Of the 46.9 million people in 2008 who identifitldlemselves as having Hispanic or
Latino* ancestry, nearly two-thirds (62%) were matborn US citizens (Migration Policy
Institute, 2009). According to the Pew Hispanic teenLatinos have accounted for more than
half of all U.S. population growth since 2000. Ratjons show that by 2050 the Hispanic
population will grow to more than 138 million or neathan 30% of the nation’s total population.
Moreover, 22 million Hispanics are in the laborder* making up one in three workers in the
U.S. (Passel & Cohn, 2009).

Foreign Born as a Percentage of the Total Population
and of the Civilian Labor Force
1970 to 2008

15.7%
12.5%

9.3% 12.5% —&— Immigrants as a

6.7% percentage of the
11.1% total population
7.9%
6.2% —— Immigrants as a
4.8% percentage of the
|

civilian labor force
1970 1980 1990 2000 2008

One of the untold stories is immigration’s impaatchildren. According to the October,
2009 Migration Policy Institute report:

* About 5.5 million children in 2008 had at least qraent who was an unauthorized
immigrant, according to the Pew Hispanic Center.tkd$ group, 73 percent (4.0
million) were US citizens by birth and 27 percemt5( million) were unauthorized
immigrants themselves. The number of US-citizenldcbnh with unauthorized
immigrant parents has grown 48 percent since 28028n there were just 2.7 million
such children. At the same time, the number ofdcbit who are unauthorized

immigrants has remained at about 1.5 million si2@@5.
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* In 2008, children of unauthorized immigrants, bdllose who are unauthorized
immigrants themselves and US citizens, made upér8ent of the students enrolled

in US elementary and secondary schools accorditiget®ew Hispanic Center.

Foremost, Hispanic students make up about 20%.8f public school enroliment and
thus constitute a large portion of the country'sifa workforce. They also represent the fastest
growing segment accounting for 60% of the totamdhoin public school enrollment between
1990 and 2006 (NCLR, 2009).

According to 2007 report by the Urban Institute foe National Council of La Raza, the
recent intensification of immigration enforcemerttities by the federal government has
increasingly put these children at risk of familgparation, economic hardship, and
psychological trauma.

“If our immigration enforcement strategy underminethe health and well-being of
America’s children and the structures designed toofect and nurture them, it is time to
reconsider our priorities.” Janet Murguia, President and CEO, National Counicila Raza

(Foreword).

The Urban Institute study found:

» That for every two immigrants apprehended, onalokds left behind.

> Potentially thousands have been separated fronr themients as a result of recent
immigration enforcement activities and literallylimins more may be at risk.

» Two-thirds of affected children are U.S. citizenslegal residents and the potential cost
significant for the U.S. in contending with the sbdeamifications for the state of mind of
these children who will no doubt be scarred byifes of abandonment, isolation and
trauma.

» In addition, the report found that the social stnoes that support children (school systems,
child care providers) was profoundly negative andrapared for dealing with children left

without care, without warning.
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Synopsis of the State of Ohio
According to Migration Policy Institute’s (MIP) msbrecent report (October, 2009), in
2007, 3.7% of Ohio's total population was immigsamompared to 3.0% in 2000 and 2.4% in
1990. Ohio’s foreign-born population (or immigrgnthanged by 23.6% between 2000 and
2007, or from 339,279 to 419,443. In comparisom, fitreign-born population changed from
259,673 to 339,279 between 1990 and 2000, a difteref 30.7%.
» Between 2000 and 2008, included in the nation’sduinties with the largest absolute
declineis Trumbull County, Ohio (-1,000).
« Between 2000 and 2008, included in the nation’sdiuinties with the largest percent

growth (209%) is Delaware County, Ohio.
Ohio Rankings in the Nation in several categories

(All rankings include the 50 states and the DiswicColumbia and are ranked highest to lowest.)

Rankings
Size of the foreign-born population, 2007: 19 out of 51
Percent foreign born in the total population, 2007: 39 out of 51
Numeric change in the foreign-born population, 2602007: 20 out of 51
Percent change in the foreign-born population, 200007 35 out of 51

Source: Migration Policy Institute, 2009

Ohio Immigrant Population
by Gender
Foreign-born = Male
H Female
Native-born
40% 50% 60%
M _

Recall the stereotype held by most Americans i ‘tthe foreign-born or illegal
immigrant” is single, adult male, here to work tesrgrily. In fact, as with the nation, in the State
of Ohio, females outnumber males; 50.4% are fernalapared to 49.6% Male; and female
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representation is also more than male representafithe native-born immigrant population in
Ohio.

Further revealing the changing face of America,ftace of origin of immigrant for Ohio
in 1990 (Germany, Italy and United Kingdom) is dr#nt than place of origin in 2007 (India,

Mexico and Germany -in third place versus first).

Ohio's Total Immigrant Population
Place of Origin in 2007

10.1% 9.8%
India Mexico Germany Germany italy United Kingdom

Source: Migration Policy Institute, October 2009

With regards to the immigration debate in Ohiorimy the 2008 presidential election
Ohio newspaper poll asked voters about immigrateff of voters said illegal immigrants
should be allowed to become U.S. citizens, whilg&2aid they should be deported. 15% said
the United Sates should allow illegal immigrantsémain in the country to work for a limited
time (Jindra, 2008). This further supports theords finding that the anti-immigrant sentiment

is held by a few who are misinformed about the traleie immigrants present to America.

Scope on Northeast Ohio: Cuyahoga County and Cityf&leveland

Fifty-one percent of the Latino population in Ohsides in four counties: Cuyahoga,
Franklin, Lorain/Elyria and Lucas. Cuyahoga Coustiiome to the largest Hispanic population.
Cuyahoga County is projected to continue losingutetipn for the next quarter century,
declining from more than 1.31 million in 2006 topapximately 1.27 million. The City of
Cleveland is located in Cuyahoga County and whike €ity’s overall population decreased,
losing almost half its population between 1960 @000, and an estimated 38,000 persons
between 2000 and 2006 (Ahren & Salling, 2008),hie Cities of Cleveland-Elyria-Mentor the
Hispanic population grew by 54%, from 45,900 to08®, (US Dept. of Commerce, 2009).
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According to 2007 U.S. census estimate, Latinosemaul 8.3 % of the city's population with

Foreign-born at 5.3% (all immigrant groups).

GREATER CLEVELAND
(Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain, Medina, PortageSaimmit counties)
TOTAL POPULATION = 1,283,925

ign=

MNative-Born

Source: Cleveland.com Data Central - 2008 Demodggagbhio
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau — Greater Cleveland

Greater Cleveland once was the center for attrgectsidents from abroad, outpacing the
national rate for the first half of the 20th centurhat is no longer the case. The national rate fo
foreign-born residents stands at 12.5 percent, @@ double the Greater Cleveland rate of 5.3
percent (Exner, 2009).

If Cleveland is to regain that lofty status -- esjally in a global economy that rewards
intelligence, creativity and innovation -- it neetds re-establish itself as a magnet for new
Americans. We need their fresh ideas, entreprealezeal and optimism. We need them to help

reverse decades of migration away from the regimtvan core.
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It won't happen by accident. Right now, Clevelamdot on the radar screen for many
newcomers to America. The region needs to activelyket itself to legal immigrants looking to
sink new roots. It needs to enlist this region'siyn@thnic groups as ambassadors, to spotlight its
assets -- including sophisticated business devetapmroups -- and to establish the kinds of
one-stop welcome centers that have put other cttresmmigrants’ map. Immigration alone
won't cure what ails Greater Cleveland. But it dutghbe a central element of shaping this
region's future (O’Brien, 2009).

Immigration is a politically sensitive topic long@ded in Northeast Ohio. Partly due to
the lack of responsibility of the “majority” poptian with how they have treated the ever-
growing “minority” population in their community.df instance, the colonization of Puerto Rico
is part of the reason why migrants gravitate tov€lend. One Puerto Rican activist in Cleveland
was asked “why are you here?” His respori¥ée are here because you are thereRfrican-
Americans are in Cleveland because of their fotcadsportation to do free labor in the USA.
Peoples of Color have been conquered, colonizedemsthved. To justify those evils, the
victims have been stigmatized and defined as uraldes — even when allowed to become
citizens, they are considered second-class.

Max Rodas, Executive Director, Nueva Luz, shareding an interview that the
immigration debate is one of proximity. “People Wdeel it is their issue.” This includes the
native-born, non-Hispanic groups who have themselween displaced in America’s history
(Jews and African-Americans) and subgroups witlie tatino community. “Solidarity is
growing but it is not enough. When will the PueRican flag begin to wave?” (See below p. 40)

During an immigration workshop Rodas said, “We tmiasce ourselves to empathize
with the immigrant,” he said. Rodas was undocuntefde several years."It was an interesting
experience," he said. Rodas summarized that thecanse of anti-immigration sentiment is fear
and cultural ignorance."You don't have to like lmst get your facts straight,” Rodas encouraged
open dialogue saying it makes solutions possibl®dA 2007). Lastly, Rodas emphasized the
need to bring light to real data and numbers orettenomic potential that awaits a community
who embraces the ingenuity of immigrants.

"It's pretty clear the statistics show immigrants paly bring the talent, they bring
investment dollars,"” said Greater Cleveland PastriprPresident and Chief Executive Joseph

Roman. "We certainly have raised it way up on aygrala." All agree Cleveland has a people
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problem. The city lost half its population betweE960 and 2000 and became nearly entirely
native-born. The slide continues. In 2006 and 2@0& city lost more people than any other big
city in America. It could slip below 400,000 at tA@10 census (O’Brien, 2009).

Bob Smith, International Culture Writer fdhe Plain Dealershared during an interview
with Mike Mcintyer of More of the story‘that immigrants have no political base; making up
only 4% of City population and ranking 48th in th$ in size of its immigrant community.
There exist a great paradox in Cleveland with antrigrant sentiment from both the black and
white population; general foreigner resentment thdre... Cleveland population majority
African American community race politics will ensummigration will never happen here.” He
further shared, “Immigrants do not leave their haraentry to come here and do nothing! They
come to prosper and this prosperity is shared byetitire city.” As long as immigration is seen
as a race issue, Cleveland will be left out of ithenigrant wave in America; and will be left
further behind.

Now let’s look at how to go about bringing a hkgland holistic approach to cultivating
Hispanic immigrant ingenuity in Northeast Ohio beung with two issues: First, identify the
levels of immigrants. Second, examine the straselgia@ders are undertaking to fulfill workforce
needs — which may hinder harmony of Latinos in gane

There are two levels of immigrants: Top of thedadhain and the bottom of the food
chain. The US wants certain immigrants with talemd intellectual capital to move here. If they
study in the US they should remain here, the tiniglgoes. Headhunters recruit medical service
providers in countries overseas. The “top of thedfehain” immigrants have competencies and
technical skills that are needed in corporationsyersities, hospitals and other critical areas.
The world’s talented workers are suppose to beamedd and persuaded to stay. However, too
many are opting to return to their native countriespecially if the countries represent rapid
economic growth like China and India. They are ilegun part because the US is not working
fast enough on the “hot topic” of immigration. Basa the country does not want to do justice to
the undesirable immigrants, those at the “bottomth&f food chain”, they are causing the
desirable ones at the top to leave.

Caroline Fan included a piece in the internettha Progressive State Networkhich
was published in theSA Todayy Emily Bazar. She opens with the following sta¢mt: ‘More
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skilled immigrants are giving up their American dreams tosue careers back home, raising
concerns the US may lose its competitive edgeiémae technology and other fields.”

The key issue of reverse immigration is vital talerstanding her analysis. “In the next
five years 100,000 immigrants will go back to Indiad 100,000 to China,” she reports. Why is
this so? They are being provided with incentivegetarn. The other reason is that the US is very
slow to welcome this group. Fan reports that “skillimmigrants are discouraged by the
immigration process. Some can wait up to a decadpdrmanent residency, she says. ‘They're
frustrated with having an uncertain immigrationts$a she says.They're giving up.”
Immigrant bashing can suggest to the well educasdcomer that the larger society does not
value them eitherMoreover, it could be that people of color whom agducated and highly
skilled, in their humanity, identify with the poorless educated people of color who are the
victims of immigrant bashing.

There is a need for immigration reform that is poaimensive in nature. The US needs
workers at all levels. Failure to be fair across foard with all immigrant groups will hurt the
economy at all levels. CNN had to separate fronfgssaonal immigrant basher and polarizer,
Lou Dobbs, if the network really wanted to be “thest respected name in television news”. If
the larger society wants immigrants of color at top of the talent food chain to feel
comfortable enough to stay, the bashing of immigrat the bottom of the talent food chain
must end. Cleveland decision-makers can learn f@MIN’s actions against Lou Dobbs and
immigrant bashing.

The strategic pull-factors by Northeast Ohio cileaders and organizations making
immigration a priority are encouraging and activelcruiting these skilled professional
immigrants to migrate to Cleveland from Spanishagp®y countries; these immigrants are
known in the Hispanic community as “Latin Americsttii This pull-factor is disconnected and
has been a source of internal concern and tensitireiHispanic community.

Hispanic Cleveland is largely made up of Americiiizens of Puerto Rican descent.
Mexican and Central Americans immigrants continoegtow and represent the bulk of the
remaining Latinos. To be sure, there are other lpebpm all over the Americas, but their
numbers pale in comparison to the larger groupschofhe professional Latin Americans who
apply and take jobs to serve the needs of pooradisp in the city have been referred to as

“Latin Americanist”, they are generally highly-diedl, well traveled, well-educated and come
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from the upper echelons of their countries of aorigihey fit nicely with members of similar
class status in the Greater Cleveland Area. Theyogr of the food chain immigrants.

By virtue of the fact that they come from Spansgieaking countries, this elite immigrant
group may have been relied upon by decision-makerthe larger society to interpret the
Hispanic reality in Cleveland. “Latin Americanistafe often asked to make sense of a reality
that they themselves may not have experienced. @legxpected to have a pulse on the needs
and aspirations of Cleveland’s Hispanic poor. Nttatanding, Hispanic Cleveland is blessed
with the passion and commitment of several outstentLatin Americanists” who are genuinely
engaged in community improvement efforts.

Sufficed to say, there is a need for a coalitibrLa@tino subgroups to address today’s
issue of immigration (everywhere in the US and iortNeast Ohio) so that the Hispanic
community is not further divided by the US status gnigration/immigration practices.

This section addresses the question raised alpo\a¥); when will the Puerto Rican flag
wave? Again, it is important to understand histimrype able to create a new vision. In the 2007
Assessment Project Report from Team Cleveland/SpuBetances and Associates the
relationship between the largest sub-group vs.ntebeit growing immigrant groups is described
as follows:

Puerto Ricans are born as U.S. citizens in tts@mb-nation due to Congressional acts
related to the fact that Puerto Rico was conquésethe United States in 1898 and acquired
from Spain as war booty through the Treaty of P#nst marked the end of the Spanish-
American War. Some 19 years later, on the eve of \WW\and residents became U.S. citizens.
That action makes Puerto Ricans “migrants” withia American Empire, not immigrants, like
other Latino sub-group members coming into the.area

The increasing numbers of the undocumented rdisgaht concerns and priorities about
which other Hispanics are normally unaware. In saa®es, the Puerto Rican migrant may be
viewed with envy by those who wish they had theaspmities that citizenship allows. Puerto
Ricans, on the other hand, may feel that the oppiits and privileges come at the expense of a
colonial dependency status. So when the other grob@ve celebrations around their
independence, the issue of status envy is reversed.

Puerto Rican organizations, by virtue of their gen sojourn and establishment in

Hispanic Cleveland have greater access to contaattprograms than other groups. They have
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also provided services to non-Puerto Ricans anc hasluded non-Puerto Ricans on their

boards. However, being responsive and inclusivihéoneeds of immigrant and undocumented
subgroups has its challenges. As undocumentednamigrant Hispanics move into Cleveland,

they seek venues for their priorities from PuericaR established and led organizations that still
struggle to meet the needs of a large and ailirgrtBlRican community. Tensions arise about
which priorities should drive programmatic focue$e factors must be taken into account
when developing strategies for coalition-buildinghm the Hispanic community.

Puerto Ricans, having established the largesinimgaons, may resist efforts for greater
collaboration when they perceive these efforts amwae to relinquish what they have worked so
hard to build. Yesterday’s formula for survival mie modified to fit the needs of an ever-
growing Central American population. Organizatiomsh Puerto Rican leadership and roots,
however, can remain influential, if they also sea® a bridge, provided they do not feel
threatened or perceive that they are disrespegteaw groups.

Make no mistake; the Puerto Rican flag is waviggh® many Evangelical Puerto Rican
Pastors leading Latino immigrants, and making thenection to ensure their basic needs are
met; something the middle-class religious insting have ceased to practice (Pew Hispanic
Center, 2007).

Honoring their [Puerto Ricans] past with awe amdpect holds the most promise for
genuine coalition-building. The business case foaliton-building must be connected to
demographic changes and cultural shifts. Every giswital to the success of collaboration and
regionalism. Done right, all can benefit from threqess.

Overall, in terms of immigration, the Team Clevelaassessment states, the traditional
immigrant model does not fit the “minority” consttun this country. The benefits and values of
becoming a society that introduces, accepts aretdges a new paradigm philosophy of unity in
diversity (pluralism) may very well be one of thajor contributions that Hispanic Cleveland
can make to White ethnic Americans in the regiold a best practice for other communities
throughout the United States.

The theme of respecting differences through aomisof diversity may better
accommodate the needs of the future for an inargbsidiverse society. As it is clear that
Hispanics will continue to grow in Cleveland, umnstanding how ethnic relations evolve over

time will assist stakeholders to respond in positivays to efforts that strengthen and leverage
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diverse, inclusive, and high-performing teams thall benefit from Latino talent (Team
Cleveland, 2007).

Responding with Accountability

How we choose to react to the debate on immigratieform will reveal the true
character of the citizens of the United States.er&hexists a real opportunity for the United
States of America to transform its haunting pastreating a society that works for everyone,
with no one left behind. Yet, we continue to debtite issue within the discourse of scarcity,
this, the unparallel track, of what we could trmhanifest for ourselves and the world — true
abundance and vitality.

Jorge Ramos in his bookhe Other Face of Amerioarites immigrants in America are
the heart of what makes this country the most masps and visionary in the world. This
optimism was at its peaked until the tragic eveitthe World Trade Center. Once again, the
foreign-born in America have become objects of misp, and instead of adopting laws that
would extend our borders to them, our country haglenly swung its gates shut. He further
shares, America’s second wave of immigration is @oveality, and like the previous one, this
wave will again transform American society, andwueeld, forever.

The Immigration Policy Center in its April 2008port, The Economics of Immigration
Reform found legalizing undocumented workers would inwgravages and working conditions
for all workers, and increase tax revenues for &iistpped federal, state, and local governments.
Moreover, comprehensive immigration reform thatludes a path to legalization for
undocumented workers would pay for itself through increased tax revenue it generates, in
contrast to the failed and costly enforcement-gndyicies that have been pursued thus far.
Newly legalized workers would be able to move ihigher-paying jobs, pay more in taxes, and
spend more on goods and services—all of which wadaolitease the already-substantial
economic benefits of immigration for the United t8&aWithout comprehensive reform of the
immigration system, our nation cannot experiencéudl economic recovery!

Then we have unfounded acts as that reported lgyélliPerez (2009) that legislation to
authorize funding for the 2010 census; RepublicansS David Vitter of Louisiana and Bob

Bennett of Utah introduced an amendment that wbalde scared millions of illegal immigrants
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from responding to the census, excluded even legaligrants, and reshaped the American
political landscape in one swift legislative couptdlt.

Perez goes on to say Vitter and Bennett wantembtmt only American citizens — not
even legal residents were to be considered — amg Wanted to use only those citizen
population numbers to determine how congressioeaisswould be reapportioned among the
states. Its impact would have been revolutions¥ylen House seats were reallocated based on
the 2010 census, there would have been a dramiaificiis power from states with many
noncitizen immigrants to states with few immigrantsUnder the revised Vitter-Bennett
amendment, the census would have had to come uptwiad population counts — one for
citizens and one for noncitizens — and our coumyld have been even more polarized than it
already is.

In Perez’s Article“The Lesser of Two Evils”he shares his discontent with how both
political parties are treating Hispanics: “Unforately, this makes many Democrats assume that
there is nothing they need to do for Latinos beedadispanic votes will go to them by default.
Yet to be totally frank, right now | believe the mecratic Party is the lesser of two evils. |
dislike the way the Democrats take advantage oinbatalmost as much as | hate the way
Republicans discriminate against us.”

Adding more salt to the deep wound are those iddals such as Samuel Huntington in
who have it in their mind that more immigrants @ftino descent will degrade American culture.
Fortunately, there is substantial evidence to thr@rary and presented throughout this synopsis.
However, anyone seriously interested in understandmigration issues ought to read
Huntington’s essay “The Hispanic Challenge”. Howewead it with the following words of
caution: “...his essay is incomplete and sometimeplgeflawed in its emphasis or thesis, and
misses a big reason for the illegal immigrationpea...” (eRiposte, 2004). Huntington pays
too little attention to the demand side of the jpeob- the practice of US businesses to hire cheap
labor to enrich their wallets and enable propagaextggerating claims to crime and welfare
associated with illegal immigrants to disguise tih@st important reason for the problem; that of
their own creation. (Please access the in-depthorse for, or against, Huntington’s essay at:
http://www.eriposte.com/civil_rights/non-citizergalimmigration.htm).

Another area Huntington misrepresents is U.S. tpeacof division and conquest.

Huntington says;No other immigrant group in U.S. history has adser or could assert a
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historical claim to U.S. territory. Mexicans and Kean Americans can and do make that
claim... Mexico is the only country that the United Statesadinvaded..” Once again
Huntington pays little attention to how U.S., pastl present, has forcefully asserted itself onto
territories of Native Americans here in the U.Sd another areas now deemed “U.S. territories”,
namely, Puerto Rico, Guam, Hawai'i (state), and theny U.S. covert invasions of Latin
American countries. Again, immigrants are in thetebh States because the United States has
either had history or continues to create historthe immigrant’s country of origin!

According to Dr. Chomsky (2007), “Immigrants adarbed for a host of social ills and
compared unfavorably to previous generations of ignamts. Noncitizens make easy targets
and convenient scapegoats since they are leggiyvael of many of the rights that U.S. citizens
enjoy, including the right to vote, therefore eégttofficials and the general public can
marginalize, blame, punish and discriminate agahen with little repercussion.”

In another Perez articléThe Closing Immigration Window”(2009), "El espacio es
pequefio” (The window of opportunity is small), s&dp. Luis Gutierrez, D-IIl., as he framed a
tiny window with his hands on a Spanish-languagerE%vork interview recently. "We have to
do it in February or early March of next year (2D10Gutierrez toldUnivision'sJorge Ramos
that the new legislation, still being written, wide introduced in both the House and the Senate
in late January or early February, that Sen. Chalehumer, D-N.Y., will be his counterpart in
leading the fight in the Senate, and that theidilikely to be very liberal. He said that seeirsg a
the legislation is likely to be somewhat diluted dayendments from opponents of immigration
reform, he and other proponents of the reforms ltawee to the conclusion that offense is the
best defense.

Educating ourselves and taking action within agal community are vital to winning
comprehensive immigration reform for our nationpé&sally given the fact that America’s
future depends on it; the Immigration Policy Cemegorts:

* A 2007 report from the White House Council of Ecomo Advisers concluded that
immigration as a whole increases the U.S. Gross é3tim Product (GDP) by roughly
$37 billion each year because immigrants increasesize of the total labor force,
complement the native-born workforce in terms dflslkand education, and stimulate

capital investment by adding workers to the labwlp
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* Immigrant purchasing power ($450 billion) is enougse-and growing: Latino buying
power totaled $951billion in 2008 and is expectedncrease to $1.4 trillion by 2013,
while Asian buying power totaled $509.1 billion 2008 and is expected to increase to
$752.3 billion by 2013. Since 1990, Latino purcéhgspower has increased by 349%
and Asian buying power by 92%, according to thegSeéénter for Economic Growth at
the University of Georgia.

* Immigrant businesses create jobs: In 2002, 1.6ianilHispanic-owned firms provided
jobs to 1.5 million employees, had receipts of Z2lllion, and generated payroll of
$36.7 billion. The same year, 1.1 million Asian-@arfirms provided jobs to 2.2 million
employees, had receipts of $326.4 billion, and geed payroll of $56 billion, according
to the U.S. Census Bureau.

» Foreign-born and foreign-educated scientists aggheers in the United States are
overrepresented among authors of the most citedtsiic papers and inventors holding
highly-cited patents. Likewise, foreign-born entepeurs are involved in over 25
percent of high-tech start-up companies. (Ohio émevelopment, 2007)

» Foreign-nationals comprise half of the Masters &t of the PhD's graduating from
U.S. universities in the engineering field (US. dewf Representatives Judiciary

Committee Hearing, 2008).

Below are additional views on immigration from laartitative entities:
The Catholic Bishops of the United Statebas been strong supporters of comprehensive
immigration reform:
= A broad based legalization (permanent residencihefindocumented of all nationalities;
= Reform of our family-based immigration system tmwal family members to reunite with
loved ones in the United States;
= Reform of the employment-based immigration syst@mptovide legal pathways for
migrants to come and work in a safe, humane, aterlgrmanner;
= Abandonment of the border "blockade" enforcemeanateqy;

= Restoration of due process protections for immitg.an
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The National Association of Evangelical®uilding upon biblical revelation concerning
the migration of people and the values of justicd @ompassion championed in “For the Health
of the Nation: An Evangelical Call to Civic Respinility,” urge:

= That immigrants be treated with respect and mexcghurches. Exemplary treatment of
immigrants by Christians can serve as the morashascall for government attitudes and
legislation to reflect the same virtues.

= That the government develops structures and mesamanihat safeguard and monitor the
national borders with efficiency and respect fomaun dignity.

= That the government establishes more functionall legechanisms for the annual entry of
a reasonable number of immigrant workers and fasnili

= That the government recognize the central impodgaant the family in society by
reconsidering the number and categories of visadadle for family reunification, by
dedicating more resources to reducing the backlagges in process, and by reevaluating
the impact of deportation on families.

= That the government establishes a sound, equipabteess toward earned legal status for
currently undocumented immigrants, who desire tdorage the responsibilities and
privileges that accompany citizenship.

= That the government legislate fair labor and diaws for all residing within the United
States that reflect the best of this country’sthge.

= That immigration enforcement is conducted in wdyat recognize the importance of due

process of law, the sanctity of the human persod the incomparable value of family.

Conclusion

Captivatingly, many if not most of the researchurfd (data, individuals and/or
organizations) to develop this synopsis on immigraechoed the same messalgemigration
is an American issue that affects us all; Immigrati is only a segment of the real issue facing
the U.S; and, Immigration is a global systenfrurther echoed wathe call to legalize the
undocumented populatiomnd create more visas for workers to enter legtiig way we better
know who is in the country and who is coming, tmeking us safer as a nation.

Real reform must establish policies that addreesneeds of the country now and in the

future. Recognizing that factors shaping immignatpatterns are not purely domestic, the U.S.
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should look at foreign policy opportunities thalealate push factors driving immigrants from
their countries of origin. As we saw above thesétensare not mutually exclusive. Rather, they
are part and parcel of the solution that the Anaeripublic demands — one that restores the rule
of law, secures our borders, strengthens our ecgpnand upholds the value of equal
opportunity, which is the cornerstone of our deraogr(NCLR, 2009).

In closing, given the numerous authoritative viethisoughout this synopsis on the
importance of reforming immigration in the Unitethf®@s of America it makes one wonder why
it has yet to be accomplished! To iterate, edagaburselves and our community about
immigration, and taking action within our local comnity are all critical to winning
comprehensive immigration reform in 2010; make nristake, at stake is the thriving future of

the United States of America.

Best Practices and Strategies
Given the information above...
What is it that wé&now?
What is it that we mustopdoing?
What is it that we need start doing?
We know.
» Hispanics constitute USA future workforce
» Legalizing immigration is part of the answer to B&nomic recovery

> It will take anentirecommunity to reform immigration.

We muststop

» Placing blame anywhere, but especially on the Higsaas scapegoat of the nation’s ills
Denying the humanity of immigrants
Making unsubstantiated harmful assumptions aboutigrants

Being complacent to immigration issues; thinking ihot your issue

YV V V VY

Forgetting that immigration is part of a globalteys

We need tatart

» Taking responsibility for U.S. dysfunctional histan immigration
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» Work together to create a new favorable realityalbpeople in the U.S. and the world
» Advocating for comprehensive immigration reforn2idl0

» Acknowledging we have the wherewithal to uncompngly rewrite America’s future.

Below is a list of initiatives worthy of your supfo
% Cleveland Council on World Affairs: For more than 80 years, the Cleveland Council on
World Affairs has been the premiere organizatiohNartheast Ohio providing understanding

about and engagement in international relationsgéoiohl issues.

% Greater Cleveland Partnership. The GCP is one of the nation's largest chambérs
commerce, with more than 17,000 members. 2009/Eutldic Policy Agenda is focused on
how to best improve northeast Ohio's economic ¢kmavas created by more than 30

private-sector leaders.

+ The Catholic Diocese of ClevelartdCampaign for Immigration Reform -

www.justiceforimmigrants.org/

« The Ohio Commission on Hispanic/Latino Affairs Created in 1977 with seventeen
mandates proscribed in sections 121.32 and 121f{3®eo Ohio Revised Code. These
mandates fall into one of three categories:

« TO ADVISE the Governor, the Ohio General Assemblyd state government agencies on all
matters affecting Hispanic Ohioans, by issuing repoproposing programs, commenting on
legislation, and conducting policy-related research

« TO CONNECT the diverse Latino communities across $tate of Ohio by serving as a hub of
information for and about Hispanic Ohioans by huastmeetings, conducting surveys, promoting
collaboration, encouraging communication, and evoléag to assure access to decision-making
bodies.

« TO BUILD the capacity of Latino community organizats, especially those of, for, and by
Hispanic Ohioans, by applying for and acceptingntgain partnership with organizations,
subcontracting programs to local groups, and camuyceducation programs to enhance and

strengthen community organization staff and leddprs
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North Central District of Nazarene Churches Under the direction of Pastor Max Rodas,
of Nueva Luz, humanitarian services are provideccdaagregants and other immigrants
seeking assistance. “No one is turned away.” JenReyton who is a board member of
Nueva Luz is one of the leading immigration lawyenso provides Immigration law
training to mainstream lawyers, and in return tieeynmit to hours of pro bono work for

immigrant counseling.

Hispanic Roundtablés 2008 Convencion Hispana: Immigration, Faith-Basand Social
Services Area Team Community Resolutions.

Note: Details of immigration proposal is provideglow. Please retrieve the Area’s Team resolution
details for social services and faith-based inites from
http://www.convencionhispana.org/files/resolutions3at_reso07_en.pdf

1. TO ADVOCATE FOR THE RECRUITMENT, RETENTION AND DEMEOPMENT OF A
QUALIFIED, LINGUISTICALLY- AND CULTURALLY-COMPETENT WORKFORCE TO PROVIDE
QUALITY SOCIAL SERVICES TO THE LATINO COMMUNITY AND OTHERUNDERSERVED
LIMITED-ENGLISH SPEAKING COMMUNITIES

2. SUPPORT OF THE FLOC CAMPAIGN
3. IMMIGRATION PROPOSAL (detailed below)

4. TO INCREASE QUALITY, PRO BONO/AFFORDABLE IMMIGRATIOI RESPRESENTATION FOR
LATINOS/AS AND OTHER UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES IN NORHERN OHIO BY SECURING
FUNDING TO SUPPORT COMMUNITY-BASED ORGANIZATIONS TAT DELIVER THESE
SERVICES

5. TO CREATE A COLLABORATIVE, SOCIAL SERVICE NETWORK B PROVIDERS THAT WILL
PROVIDE AN EVIDENCE-BASED CONTINUUM OF QUALITY CARE TO THE LATINO
COMMUNITY AND OTHER UNDERSERVED ETHNIC GROUPS OF NNOHERN OHIO

IMMIGRATION PROPOSAL
...BE IT RESOLVED, the Immigration, Faith-Based, @alcial Services Area Team will suppor
the call for comprehensive immigration reform t@amantee a path to legal residency for current
undocumented workers and their families, to reusuite strengthen families, and to support
immigrant workers rights.

... BE IT RESOLVED, the Immigration, Faith-Based, &akial Services Area Team will call on
Convencion Hispana 2007 to support Ag Jobs, a mapbat would legalize farm workers and
strengthen their labor rights.

... BE IT RESOLVED, the Immigration, Faith-Based, é@alcial Services Area Team will call on
Convencion Hispana 2007 to support the DREAM Agir@osal that would enable undocumented
students to finish their education and would penthin a path to legalize their status.

... BE IT RESOLVED, the Immigration, Faith-Based, éalcial Services Area Team calls for th
formation of an Immigration Task Force to resedhehimpact of current immigration laws and

]
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policies on the State of Ohio and to formulate psgls that would benefit the State on immigratjon
related matters.

...BE IT RESOLVED, the Immigration, Faith-Based, éakial Services Area Team requests the
Governor of the State of Ohio make driver licerepesilable to newcomers with no criminal recofd,
to increase the number of insured motorists andertladk roads of Ohio safer.

...BE IT RESOLVED, the Immigration, Faith-Based, @walial Services Area Team will oppose
any and all English Only laws in the State of Ohio.

...BE IT RESOLVED, the Immigration, Faith-Based, &akial Services Area Team calls on the
Governor of the State of Ohio to intervene in déffday local law enforcement to enforce federal
immigration laws.

What steps can we take as members of the Hispdlianée to ensure that Hispanic
immigrants are treated fairly and are allowed totabute to their fullest potential?

+ In early 2010, conduct a series of workshops taatiuthe community on the benefits of

immigration to Greater Cleveland and Northeast Ohio

+ Begin a reading discussion group around suggestating list materials (refer to

additional resources below).

+ Collaborate with other groups who have been scagiedo the past and understand

displacement; include groups who are fearful ofeased immigrant population.

+ Collaborate with Greater Cleveland Partnership (i€Pealizing 2009/2010 Public
Policy Agenda by working with already present Hrspgopulation to realize GCP Policy

Agenda #61nitiate a Demand-Driven Talent System

+ Support efforts of the US Hispanic Chamber of Comuaé&EO Office in Cleveland to
encourage and support immigrant ingenuity and byethe region’s economic

development opportunities.

+ Begin a campaign to communicate with legislatois elected official opassing
comprehensive immigration reform in 201Q@rge President Obama to keep his promise

on this issue.
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+ Work with thelmmigration, Faith-Based and Social Services Area dam of
Convencion Hispana 2008 to resolve its CommunitydReions, especially immigration

agenda.

+ Establish an ESL Resource Center — to addresofambordination of ESL resources

available in the community.

+ Bring together a coalition of Latino subgroups tdld harmony to address the needs of all

Hispanic in Northeast Ohio; including immigraticefarm agenda.

+ Honor and recognize those who champion working witnigrants and comprehensive

immigration reform initiatives.
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In addition to abov&eferences and Bibliography of websites and publitans, the following
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